
PHASE I: (Approximate score of 0-3 on the CVI Range) 

For Emerging Pre-symbolic 
Communicators: 
( communicates through behaviors and 

other pre-symbolic means) 

D Touch cues, tactile name cues: 
Do not expect visual attention 

while in tactile contact with the 
student 

D Real objects in an anticipation 

calendar: Object cues should be 
visually simple (reduced 

complexity of target and array 
[presented against a black or white 

background]); should include 
whole or partial highly familiar 

objects 
D NO MINIATURES 
D Present tactilely for object 

recognition/identification 
D Do not expect visual fixation on 

objects, but still make the visual 
adaptations appropriate to Phase I 

(for example, illuminate object with 
flashlight or place on lightbox to 

establish visual regard) 
D Finished box can be a bright, 

preferred color or lined with 

shin /reflective m lar material 

For Concrete Symbolic 
Communicators: 
( communicates through tangible symbols, photo 

and/or line drawings) 

D Touch cues, tactile name cues: 
Same considerations as for Emerging Pre-

Symbolic 

D Tangible symbols on communication 

system level: ( objects, photos, picture 
symbols mounted on cardboard or plastic): 

should be visually simple (reduced 
complexity of target and array [presented 

against a black or white background]); 
should include whole or partial highly 

familiar objects 

D Choice boards, Calendar 

systems/sequence boards: Limit complexity 
of the array, allow for space (3-4" minimum) 

between symbols 

D Finished box can be a bright, preferred color 

or lined with shiny/reflective mylar material 
D May illuminate with flashlight or use 

movement to elicit brief visual attention to 
tangible symbols (but do not expect visual 

fixation or visual discrimination of symbols) 

For Abstract Symbolic 
Communicators: 
( communicates through abstract 

symbols and/or words) 

D Voice output devices (low, 

medium, high-tech): accessed 

tactilely and/or auditorily 
D Keyguards: use tactile keyguards 

to help teach tactile navigation of 
devices 

D For motor memory access of high-

tech devices with complex arrays, 
eliminate unnecessary visual 

components to reduce visual 

overstimulation 
D Use auditory or partner-assisted 

scanning 
D Use bright single-color switches to 

access selections. 

D Literacy modes (writing for 

expression): 
D Example: Touch-typing with 

screen reader, use of alternative 

pencil, etc. 
D Braille is not an appropriate 

literacy modality for a learner with 
CVI in the absence of additional 




