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About Me: Expanded Core Enthusiast
My career includes past/present roles:
· Deaf-blind teacher
· Early intervention provider
· Expanded Core provider
· National Tech Standards committee member
· College prep cohort lead
· APH Virtual Excel Academy Coordinator


Slide 3: Why the ECC? 

Slide 4: ECC 101 Learning Objectives
· Evaluate the rigor of your ECC instruction
· Describe the essential instruction components for effective Expanded Core instruction

Slide 5: Essential Components for Effective Expanded Core Instruction
Do you know the components of the Expanded Core? 
It’s not enough to know the 9 areas.
Teachers must go “details deep” to create meaningful conditions for learning.
Let me know if you want my ECC components cheat sheet!
Know your role: Your ECC role is to find the gaps and create the learning plan
Teachers need to know what competency looks like
Write IEP goals, construct lesson plans and/or collaborate with school-based team to close the gaps
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· Instruction: do you have clear learning objectives?
· Do students know the “what” and “why” of your ECC lessons? 
· Shift your focus from teaching to learning (McTighe & Wiggins)
· Use backwards planning for ECC instruction
· What do I want students to understand (enduring understandings)
· What knowledge does students need to get to understandings?
· What will students do to show you they understand?
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Assessment: what does success look like? 
What formative & summative assessments are you using?
How do you use your data? 
What is the competency you are shooting for?
Assessment informs practice
Does the student know what success looks like? 
Students can play a role by self-evaluating themselves
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Use the 9-1-1 Protocol 
It’s not always effective to state “the student needs……” and list things. 
It typically overwhelms the team
Rather, assign specific tasks/skills/instruction to leverage the strengths of the entire school-based team
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“Rigor is ensuring that each student you teach is provided the opportunity to grow in ways they cannot imagine. 

Rigor is creating an environment in which each student is expected to learn at high levels, each student is supported so he or she can learn at high levels, 
and each student demonstrates learning at high levels”. 
-Rigor is Not a Four-Letter Word, Barbara Blackburn 

Rigor doesn’t mean doing more. Rigor is in the quality of the instruction. 

Reflection question: How do you know the rigor level of your ECC instruction?
Check out Marzano & Kendall taxonomy for guidance

Slide 10: New ECC resources 
Expanded Core High School Readiness Checklist
Expanded Core website
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What is it? 
The goal of the Expanded Core High School Readiness Checklist is for students to be competent in high school. The road to high school success starts in preschool.
Students who are engaged in rigorous high school level work can then focus on the road to success in college or the workforce. The Expanded Core High School Readiness Checklist can be used for students of all abilities.

The Expanded Core High School Readiness Checklist is divided into three grade bands:
Preschool & kindergarten
First through fourth grades
Fifth through eighth grades

Slide 12: Expanded Core High School Readiness Checklist
The checklist is organized into specific sections to support teachers, parents & students.
It has an interactive table of contents to quickly jump to different sections
It has been test for accessibility. 
Expanded Core is meant to be taught in the home, school & the community
The checklist identifies these environments per skill
There is a guide for how the TSVI & COMS can support skills
There is a special section for students who have severe additional disabilities. 
Students who have additional disabilities can use the Pk-K checklist 
For students who have severe additional disabilities or are pre-symbolic users, use the Alternative Checklist Skills for Students with Severe Additional Disabilities located in the Pk-K checklist

Slide 13: Bookmark the ECC website today


