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Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired Outreach Programs 
Coffee Hour
Complex Learners: Setting Up for a Successful School Year
Aug 21st, 2023
Facilitated by
Sara Kitchen, VI Education Consultant, TSBVI Outreach, kitchens@tsbvi.edu
Sarah Mossberger, DB Education Consultant, TSBVI Outreach mossbergers@tsbvi.edu
Steps for the team:
· Build relationships
· Create a meaningful learning environment
· Provide an organized learning environment 
BUILD RELATIONSHIPS FIRST
Creates foundation for learning-children must feel safe to learn
· Play!  
· No demands, offer objects, imitate.
· Find out interests and build on those
· Body positioning: eye-level/closeness allows you to respond to subtle communication & movement
· Active Learning Space (Five Phases) for more interaction guidance
CREATE A MEANINGFUL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Considerations for organizing your activities, materials, and interactions:
· How does the student use their senses?
· How does the student get and give information?
· Do they use abstract or concrete forms of communication?
· What has their experience been?
· What kind of person are they?
· What do they like to communicate about?
· Active Learning Planning Sheet
CREATE A MEANINGFUL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Strategies for building engagement and instruction
· Develop activities around student interests.
· Use predictable routines throughout the day
· Daily living activities (the stuff you have to do)
· Independent activities (no prompting)
· Allow participation at correct developmental level
· Know your goal
CREATE A MEANINGFUL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Strategies for building engagement and instruction
· Develop a communication system: 
· Calendars for Students with Multiple Impairments Including Deafblindness
· First Things First (Design to Learn, downloadable & printable)
PROVIDE AN ORGANIZED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Use consistent materials & locations for activities
· Consider where you put their stuff
· Sequence boxes for activities
· Involve the student in getting the stuff/putting away
· Use a specific location for a specific activity: 
· toothbrushing at the sink/bathroom
· cooking in the kitchen
· exercising in the gym or sensory room
· etc.
EXAMPLES
· Play Routine & Independent time example
· Written Routine & Set-Up
· [bookmark: _30j0zll]Communication support materials
· more examples
OTHER RESOURCES:
· Communication Matrix (online-Design to Learn)
· Other Design to Learn Resources(downloadable/printable)
· activelearningspace.org (free training, CEUs available)
· Resources for Interaction (Texas Deafblind Project)
· National Institute for Play
· Routines (Texas Deafblind Project)
· Center for the Developing Child Harvard
· Open Hands Open Access Modules
Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
· TSBVI Coffee Hour: Exploring the Sense of Touch
· August 23rd, 2021 3pm
· Thank you for joining us!
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