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[bookmark: _heading=h.vw29c7fiozrv]What is the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)?
“The term expanded core curriculum is used to define concepts and skills typically learned incidentally by sighted students that must be sequentially presented to the student who is blind or has low vision.” 
Guideline/Standard #3 of Educating Students with Visual Impairments in Texas:  Guidelines and Standards
9 Areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum
https://www.tsbvi.edu/programs/ecc
· Assistive Technology
· Independent Living Skills
· Self-Determination
· Orientation and Mobility
· Sensory Efficiency
· Compensatory Access
· Recreation and Leisure
· Career Education
· Social Skills
How is the ECC critical to Transition
· Transition goals must address: independent living, continued education and employment. 
· Designed to teach skills beyond academics.
· Addresses unique needs of students with visual impairments. 
· Ensures readiness for transition.

[bookmark: _heading=h.g6ggszjks1tb]ECC and Transition Readiness
· Each component contributes to life skills and independence
· Individualize instruction.

Can a student focus on the ECC and Transition in an 18+ setting?
· Students may continue services after meeting high school credits if there is a need for related or special education services to complete their IEP. 
· IEP drives a need for services - the ECC is the focus of our Goals and Objectives
· Annual data collection and examination of the ECC

[bookmark: _heading=h.fk8azm9j46z6]7 Areas in the Deafblind ECC
Expanded Core Curriculum Considerations for Students who are Deafblind 
· Using Hearing for Orientation and Travel 
· Self Determination and Advocacy 
· Stress Management and the Effect of Stress 
· Communication and Language 
· Planning for the Future 
· Concept Development 
· Access 

Role for VI Professionals
· Assessing student needs (formal & informal assessments) - Discovery
· Embedding ECC skills into instruction
· Coordinating ECC across the educational team
· Using real-life experiences (job shadowing, mobility training, community interactions)
· Collaborate to establish who is leading the process
Collaboration with Stakeholders
· Engaging with families in transition planning
· Working with vocational rehabilitation services
· Partnering with community organizations (Texas Parent to Parent, Partners Resource Network, Lighthouse for the Blind, Lion’s Club, etc.)
· Partnering with district/campus transition staff
Resources for Teaching Transition Skills
· Transition Coordinated Set of Activities for Students with Visual Impairments
· Quick and Easy Expanded Core Curriculum App https://www.aph.org/product/quick-and-easy-expanded-core-curriculum-app/ 
· TAPS (Teaching Age Appropriate Purposeful Skills) https://www.tsbvi.edu/product/taps-teaching-age-appropriate-purposeful-skills-electronic-version-an-orientation-mobility-curriculum-for-students-with-visual-impairments-3rd-edition 
· Weekend Workshops for parents and students at TSBVI: https://www.tsbvi.edu/programs/short-term/school-year/calendar-classes  
· Total Life Learning https://www.perkins.org/perkins-publications/ 
· College Bound book https://www.aph.org/product/college-bound-a-guide-for-students-with-visual-impairments/ 
· ECC Essentials book https://www.aph.org/product/ecc-essentials-teaching-the-expanded-core-curriculum-to-students-with-visual-impairments/ 
· Iowa’s Expanded Core Curriculum for Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
· Expanded Core Curriculum Considerations for Students who are Deafblind 
· Expanded Core Curriculum Information from TSBVI
· TSBVI Transition Page: https://www.tsbvi.edu/programs/transition 
· Outreach Transition LiveBinder https://www.tsbvi.edu/statewide-resources/engagement/visually-impaired-outreach/transition 
· Perkins Transition Center https://www.perkins.org/transition-center/ 
· Casey Life Skills https://www.casey.org/casey-life-skills/ 

Contacts: 
Belinda Fayard
Outreach, VI Transition Consultant
fayardb@tsbvi.edu

Heather Withrow
Outreach, DB Transition Consultant
withrowh@tsbvi.edu
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