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Learning Objectives

« Gain an introductory understanding of the Active Learning approach

« Learn how the Active Learning approach integrates with instruction

« Find out about training and instructional coaching available from Texas
Sensory Support Network (TxXSSN) members and supported by the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) to build capacity in Active Learning across the state
of Texas

About Active Learning

Watch the video of “Jack’s Progression” using the Active Learning approach.

Research-Based

« Developed by Lilli Nielsen's research over her career
« Subsequent research supports the efficacy of the Active Learning approach

Primary Demographic

« Students with visual impairments including those who are deafblind

« Students who have additional disabilities such as cerebral
palsy, autism, intellectual delays, and seizure disorders

« Students functioning from birth to 48 months developmentally regardless
of chronological age

Primary Goals

« Supports progress in the general curriculum for students with sensory
disabilities and multiple, complex needs

« Supports formation of foundational concepts

« Supports emotional development

« Supports development of social skills
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Instructional Integration

Instructional Alignment

« Texas' Early Learning Pathways

« State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) Alternate 2 Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Vertical Alignment

« STAAR Alternate 2 Essence Statements

Individualized Learning

« Supports individualized education program (IEP) goals and objectives
« Utilizes diagnostic teaching methods based on assessment,

ongoing observation, and data collection
« Compliments district-purchased curricula for students with

multiple disabilities

Exploration of the states of matter and properties of liquids and solids may look
like water play.

Literacy and Numeracy

Active Learning encourages developmentally appropriate early numeracy and
literacy and is an entry point for pre-braille tactile skills.
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https://texasrisingstar.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/TexasEarlyLearningPathways%20(1).pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-texas-essential-knowledge-and-skills-vertical-alignment-documents
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-texas-essential-knowledge-and-skills-vertical-alignment-documents
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-essence-statements
https://activelearningspace.org/assessment/assessment-page
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Philosophy of Approach

« Everyone canlearn

« Active learners vs. passive learners

« Responsive environments support independence

« Self-directed repetition is based on student preferences

« Developmentally appropriate play-based learning

« Mix of variety and consistency

« Limited adult input

* Failure is a pathway to learning

« Watch the difference Active Learning can make in “Rylan Before and After”

Dynamic Learning Circle

« Stage 1 - Aware and interested

« Stage 2 - Curious and active
« Stage 3 - Completion of learning
« Stage 4 - Ready for new challenges

Five Phases of Educational Treatment

« Offering

+ Imitation

* Interaction

» Sharing the work
+ Consequence
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« Research-based "perceptualizing aids" developed by Dr. Nielsen
« Designed to be safe and responsive to maximize student independence in a

variety of supported positions
« Find more information on Active Learning Space’s Equipment webpage
* Quick Guide to Active Learning Equipment
« Texas School for the Blind (TSBVI) Tech Loan Program

Building Capacity in Texas

« Free, online, asynchronous learning modules in Active Learning are available
from Texas School for the Blind (TSBVI) eLearning Courses

« Information is always available on Active Learning Space
« TxSSN members may provide training designed to meet regional needs such
as:
+ Introductory training
+ Remote or face-to-face make-and-takes

+ Active Learning conference
+ Other options to address identified regional needs

Training in Active Learning

« Use of a proven coaching cycle
* Pre-observation
« Observation/modeling
+ Performance feedback
« Goals of coaching
« Positively impact outcomes for students with visual impairments and
complex access needs
+ Build capacity in Active Learning statewide
« Support effective implementation of Active Learning
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https://activelearningspace.org/equipment/
https://activelearningspace.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Quick-Guide-to-Active-Learning-Equipment-rev3.22.pdf
https://www.tsbvi.edu/statewide-resources/services/tech-loan
https://www.tsbvi.edu/course-listing
https://activelearningspace.org/

Who can Benefit from Training and Coaching in
Active Learning?

Instructional teams including:
«  Classroom teachers
« Paraprofessionals
« Teachers of students with visual impairments (TVIs)
«  Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialists (COMS)
«  Occupational Therapists (OTs)
*  Physical Therapists (PTs)
«  Speech Language Pathologists (SLPs)
« Adapted Physical Educators (APES)
«  Supporting and supervising administrators

Reflect

« Is Active Learning appropriate for your students? In what ways can you
envision applying the philosophy of Active Learning to your students?

« What Active Learning assistive technology items might be most useful for
your student?

« How might training and coaching in Active Learning meet your needs?

Get More Information

Contact the consultant for visual impairment/TxSSN representative at your local
Education Service Center (ESC) or contact TXSSN directly.

Hillary Keys, M.ED., TVI
Deafblind Specialist

Texas Sensory Support Network
hkeys@esc11.net
(817)740-3683
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TSBVI Active Learning Webinars

« Texas School for the Blind - Active Learning Case Study Webinars

o Register on ESC Works:

o Upcoming Active Learning Case Study Webinars
= 11/17/2022
= 1/19/2023
= 3/23/2023

o For more information, contact Sara Kitchens or Scott Baltisberger
» Sara Kitchens: kitchens@tsbvi.edu
» Scott Baltisberger: baltisbergers@tsbvi.edu

Resources

» Active Learning Space
 Lilliworks

« National Center on Deaf-Blindness - Active Learning

« Texas School for the Blind - eLearning Courses
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