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What are the typical classroom tasks a student needs to complete visually? 
Distance Tasks  

• Read Smartboard 

• Read white/chalk boards 

• Read information projected onto a screen 

• Read information posted on classroom walls 

• Follow a lecture/demonstration 

Near Tasks 

• Read teacher-generated assignments 

• Complete worksheets 

• Print out/proof their work 

• Write essays 

• Read a computer monitor (internet, Word documents, email, etc.) 

• Take notes 

What are the typical tools a student with low vision uses? 
Tool     

1. Handheld and stand magnifiers 

2. Telescopes 

3. Video magnifiers 

4. Screen enlargement software  

5. Their cell phone 

6. Large print books/papers 

7. Audio  
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Approximate Cost 

1. $25 to $75 

2. $125 (Walters) 

3. $650 (handheld) to $2000 (desk top) 

4. $300-$500 

5. $99 to $600 

6. $.50 per page (APH) 

7. Learning Ally $119 a year 

Why should you consider an iPad as a tool for students with low vision? 
Possible Functions-Near 

• Enlarge a printed image 

• Enlarge print on a website 

• Access and enlarge print on a website 

• Spoken text 

• Change contrast/background 

• Portable (think O&M!) 

• Video magnifier 

• Complete & turn in class work 

• Take and store notes  

• Read books (visual/auditory) 

Possible Functions-Distance 

• Sync w/ interactive white board 

• Upload teacher PowerPoint presentations 

• Photograph, store, & enlarge things on the walls, chalk/white boards 

Approximate Cost for this Multi-Tasking Tool? 

 
Figure 1 Image of a $500 bill. 
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Taking Notes 

 
Figure 2 Nebulous Note logo (white cloud on blue background). Credit:  Nuclear Elements, Inc. 

Nebulous Notes:  text editor that selectively edits and syncs text files in any Dropbox folder 

Taking Notes 
 Notability:  digital notebook app with full word processing capabilities in addition to the ability to 
annotate a PDF document. Students can write by hand, type, and insert images. The new 
audio-syncing feature is invaluable for scaffolding note taking skills. Notes can be organized 
within the app by divider and subject, backed up to a number of cloud storage solutions, as well 
as exported.  

 
Figure 3 Notability logo (pencil with microphone for eraser end). Credit: www.gingerlabs.com  

 

Taking Notes 
SlingNote:  allows for split-screen note taking. On one half of the screen, students can view the 
Internet or a built in calculator, while the other side is a note taking platform. Students can 
import and annotate multiple file types with both handwriting and typed text. Can grab content 
from one side of the app and pull it into the notepad side. Notes can be exported as PDF 
documents via email when complete. 

 
Figure 4 SlingNote logo (finger moving a map piece to a note pad). Credit:  www.Mobilebuster.com  
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Writing on a Worksheet 
• For PDF documents:  Type on PDF + Type on PDF Pro 

• For Word/Pages documents:  Teacher can send a Word/Pages document as an email 
attachment, put in Google Docs, or Dropbox.  Student retrieves and writes on the 
document, then sends back to teacher 

 

 
Figure 5 Type on PDF logo (typewriter with PDF keys highlighted). Credit:   Tipirneni Software 

 

Poll #1 
What is your favorite app for writing on a worksheet? 

Accessing an Interactive White Board 
• Join Me:  screen sharing for online meetings 

• See demonstration:  http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/students-low-vision-using-ipads-view-
interactive-whiteboards  

 

 
Figure 6 Join Me logo (orange box with white “join” overlaps green box with white “me”). Credit: 
www.join.me 

 

Poll #2 
What is your favorite app for accessing an interactive white board? 
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Record and Edit Audio 
SoundNote:  tracks what you type and draw while recording audio.  While playing back your 
recording, just tap a word; SoundNote jumps to that point in the audio. Share your text, 
drawings, and audio notes via email, or transfer them directly to your Mac or PC.  

 
Figure 7 SoundNote logo (notepad with microphone screen on top). Credit:  David Estes 

Record and Edit Audio 
Notability:  full word processing capabilities in addition to the ability to annotate a PDF 
document. Students write by hand, type, and insert images. audio-syncing feature capable of 
scaffolding note taking skills. Notes can be organized within the app by divider and subject, 
backed up to cloud storage solutions, as well as exported as PDFs, RTFs, or Notes files. 

 
Figure 8 Notability logo (pencil with microphone for eraser end). Credit: www.gingerlabs.com  

 

Paper transport between teacher and student 
• Google Drive: Can be used both for distributing course content as well as annotating it. 

Upload files or folders to a Google Drive account and then share with a unique URL or 
through the app. 

 
Figure 9 Google Docs logo (tri-colored triangle of yellow, blue and green). Credit: www.google.com  

• DropBox:  Upload content to folders,  share an entire folder or individual document with a 
unique URL.  

 
Figure 10 Dropbox logo (blue opened box). Credit: http://.dropbox.com   
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Read Books:  Visual & Audible 
• Read2Go: accessible e-book reader app for readers with print disabilities. Bookshare 

members can find, download, and read books all on a single Apple device. (your school 
may have a Bookshare account) 

 
Figure 11 Read2Go logo (open book with the word “book” highlighted in red). Credit: http://read2go.org  

 

• Learning Ally Audio: over 75,000 audiobooks, audio textbooks, and other recorded books 
Learning Ally Membership is required to use this app. 

 
Figure 12 Learning Ally Audio logo (purple square with blue sound waves). Credit: www.learningally.org  

 

Write Documents 
Pages:  For word processing.  Advanced features include track changes, inserting 
footnotes/endnotes, and commenting. When complete, the document can be saved as a Pages, 
Word, PDF, or ePub file, and then exported. 

 
Figure 13 Pages logo (orange box with white pen). Credit:  www.apple.com   
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Watch as Teacher Presents from a Computer 
• Join Me: on-line meeting and screen sharing  

• Student sees what is on the teacher’s computer, enlarging the image with pinch & zoom 
on the iPad 

• Can also be used for peer collaboration purposes 

 

 
Figure 14 Join Me logo (orange box with white “join” overlaps green box with white “me”). Credit: 
www.join.me  

Poll #3 
What is your favorite app that enables your student to watch as a teacher presents from a 
computer? 

Magnify Print/Photos 
• VisionAssist 

 
Figure 15 VisionAssist logo (blue eye with the word “VisionAssist” below). Credit:  Slinkyware 

 

• BigMagnify 

 

 
Figure 16 BigMagnify logo (blue square with white magnifier enlarging dots). Credit:  Dave Cheng 

 

• SuperVision+ Magnifier 
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Figure 17 SuperVision+ logo (black magnifier enlarging S in “Super Vision”). Credit:  Schepens_MEE 

 

 

Resources for accessibility settings 
• Apple Vis:  community-powered website for blind and low-vision users of Apple's range of 

Mac computers, the iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and the Apple TV 

• http://www.applevis.com/ 

• iPad Accessibility for Students w/ Low Vision 

• https://cciu24vision.wordpress.com/2013/04/26/using-ipads-with-low-vision-students-in-
the-classroom/  

Calculator 
Talking Calculator 

 
Figure 18 Talking Calculator logo (2 views of color coded calculators). Credit:  Adam Croser 

 

Feedback from Student & Teachers 
• Try it 

• Check with student and teachers weekly 

• Adjust as needed 

What have you tried?
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Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired 

Outreach Programs 

 
Figure 19 Five-point star with TSBVI in a circle, the TSBVI logo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 20 IDEAs that Work logo and disclaimer. 
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