
Anchor Center for Blind Children 
Preschooler Learning Style 

Name:  *** ***** 

Date of Birth: 04/2017 Age: 5 

Diagnosis: (Medical and Ophthalmological) 

Visual Diagnosis: Cortical Visual Impairment; a brain-based impairment that 

affects visual processing. Optic Atrophy (both eyes); results from damage to 

the optic nerve. Alternating exotropia (both eyes); eyes turn outward, but not 

consistently and not the same eye. Exotropia is improving naturally. Abnormal 

Head Position; when focusing on an object - will sometimes tilt chin downward 

for better visual gazing. 



Medical History: Genetic testing showed **** duplication, variant of unknown 

significance. Student has macrocephaly, a condition in which the head, scalp, 

cranial bone, and the contents of the cranium are enlarged. Student has 

polymicrogyria which is a condition characterized by abnormal development of 

the brain before birth. Right-sided hemiparesis that indicates injury to the left 

side of the brain. Anisometropia (both eyes), is the condition in which the two 

eyes have unequal refractive power. Student has moderate-severe sensorineural 

hearing loss bilaterally. Student is listed on the Colorado Deafblind Registry 

(Census) due to concomitant vision and hearing loss. 

Overall visual functioning 

• Best vision is when materials are presented directly in front of him at

an angle. Sometimes Student will use a chin down position when

looking at objects or his tablet on flat surfaces.

• He does not consistently use his vision to access materials or to

move around his environment. He will use touch to hold onto or feel

objects without looking. He will move toward preferred voices or

sounds.

• Movement of materials can help gain and keep visual attention. He

does get distracted by unintentional movement at near and far

distances. He will move himself closer to materials and people that he

sees. Preferred things like his tablet and favorite adult can be

distracting.



• Visual latency and visual fatigue. He needs extra time to direct his vision

when looking. Sounds, clutter and new materials take extra time for himto

look. He may have visual fatigue when being ask to perform close up vision

tasks, but he will use looking away to communicate he doesn’t want to do

the activity.

Overall Learning Style: (visual /adapted/tactile/auditory/kinesthetic) 

• Student is using one-two senses at a time. Most often he does looking and

listening.

• When Student is given time to bounce on top of a therapy ball, this helps

get him ready for more stationary-type activities.

• Student needs time to explore materials and objects before learning can

occur. He picks up on routines and how things work when he has had

multiple opportunities to experience the activity.



Learning Media Profile Summary 

• Student uses his vision to look at objects with 2-3 colors. He does not have a

color preference, but visually responds to colors that are bright and stand

out. He will look at an array of up to three objects. He looks at realistic color

images of personal objects and common objects.

• While he visually responds to backlit devices such as his iPad, he will look at 

simple one image per page in a book or on paper. He will follow a partial or

real object schedule.

• For Literacy activities Student will participate by either looking at pictures

or video related to the story. Exploring real objects related to the story or

activity. Listening to sounds/songs, using body movements, and usingtaste

as appropriate.

• Student will hold onto a real object while listening to a story. He will look

at a picture on the tablet with sound playing.

• He will use his hands in assisted fine motor activities while looking away.

Technology 

• Uses a backlit screen to access TD Snap, which is a communication app.

Keynote is used on a tablet for adapting pictures. Specifically adding

movement to the picture and taking out background clutter. This app

allows you to use pictures you take or find online.

• A slant board to bring pictures and books off of a flat surface.

• A schedule board using partial objects to let him know what's coming first,

next, and last.



Positioning 

• Student can sit independently on the floor. He does well sitting in ayellow

Child-Rite seat during circle time and other group floor activities. During

tabletop activities and for lunch, Student sits in a Montessori chair with a

seatbelt.

Mobility 

• Student gets himself around the classroom by crawling and he is able to

pull himself to stand at small tables and cube chairs. He can hold himself

up at the table and walk around the table, using his hands to holdhimself

up on the table. He uses his walker to move through the building and is

able to move the walker to where he wants to go.



Communication 

• Student is really good at greeting everyone (especially adults) by saying “hi!”

Sometimes the request or statement “over there” is clearly meaningful but

it is also a great way for Student to avoid adult-led activities or activities that

might be a little more difficult, especially activities that require him to use

his vision. He says “ok” or will shake his head “no” when asked a yes or no

question, but oftentimes he will shake his head “no” to preferred activities

that he is clearly enjoying or does enjoy. He communicates refusal by

turning away from tasks/materials, pushing away the materials, or saying

“no.” To let the class know that he is at school during circle time, Student

will press a big mack switch to say his name. He makes choices between two

activities or materials by touching the one that he wants after a verbal

request from an adult to “pick one.” Student has an iPad that is also a talker,

but we have not had much success using it at school as he is much more

interested in playing games on the iPad and he is really good at closing

windows on items he does not wish to see.



Getting to know me 

● I am one happy kid! Every day I come to school and I greet everyone I can! I

like moving through Anchor Center using my walker and I can be really fast

so you’d better keep a close eye on me! I love adult attention and will try

my best to get your attention.

● I love opening, turning pages and looking at books!

● I prefer grownups to my peers most of the time. I do enjoy watching

friends play outside at the end of the day!

● I love music and will clap my hands with the music that I like best!

● I like to play iPad tracing shapes games and listen to songs!

● Putting things into a container and taking it back out! I am especiallyhelpful

during circle time when I put our circle time cues into the metal bucket

when we are finished!

● I love moving through my school using my walker. I am really good at

getting to where I want to go!



Things that I am working on: 

• Sensory Efficiency: I’m working on visually and tactually participating in

structured learning activities for 2-3 minutes. Using my vision can be tricky

sometimes so it’s hard to participate without support from an adult. Also,

I’m much more interested in talking to my friends and grownups than doing

work!

• Independent Living: I have been working on picking up toys independently

and interacting with them functionally, such as holding and shaking a

shaker. I am doing more of this picking up of things to play with them, but

I’m not interested in shakers. I sometimes play the drum when an adult

reminds me that I can play too and that’s fun! I hold books and open them

up and ask adults to help turn the page.

• Orientation & Mobility: I was working on pulling myself up into a

standing position at a stable surface and I can do it! I can pull myself to

stand in all sorts of places! Adults need to be sure to keep watch though

because sometimes I forget to keep safe and I can fall fast!

• Social/Emotional: I have been noticing my friends at school more and

more every day! Now that I know their names, I will look when the teacher

asks me to look at a friend and sometimes I like to reach out to say hi by

touching their hand or leg. I love playing ball with my friends. I push the

ball to a friend and laugh when they push it back. I also think it is hilarious

when a friend sneezes or coughs or makes some other silly noise!



Strategies to address challenging areas 

● Sensory Efficiency: It can be very challenging for Student to participate in

structured learning that is adult led. We have a cue for most activities and

therapists that we always show him before and during the task to give him a

visual reminder. He also does well with verbal reminders (ex. Student, we are

working on...) and having an adult assist him in turning his body toward the

task. Many times an adult can help by just moving his outstretched arm to the

task that he is expected to complete and giving a verbal reminder. His attention

and his gaze often follow his arm or hand back to the activity he is working on.

● Independent Living: Student isn’t motivated to interact functionally with many

toys. He will accept hand-under-hand guidance when an adult is assisting him

with learning functional use of toys or musical instruments, but he will rarely

interact with them independently and he does not independently move toward

or try to interact with toys at school. We encourage him to interact with toys

or instruments and sometimes he will pick up a shaker or bells and give them

one shake, but only after a verbal



request from an adult. Recently, he has been joining his teacher when 

drumming during circle time or at music therapy. He will pat his hand on 

the drum after adult request. 

● Orientation & Mobility: Student has come so far in moving his body around

the classroom when he is crawling and moving through the school in his

walker. He is able to pull himself to stand on many surfaces, but he is not

always safe and could fall if he is not watched closely by an adult.

● Social/Emotional: Student prefers adults and will interact with adults easily.

We have been working on giving more attention to his peers.  He has

learned their names and will look towards them when he hears their names.

We try not to let Student climb up on adults, he is very persistent. We tell

him that he can tap us to let us know he would like attention or a squeeze

(hug) and when he pulls hair we tell him “no thanks, Student, I don’t like

that. You can tap my shoulder if you would like a squeeze” and sometimes

we have to help him move away. We try to not have any adults sitting

behind him during activities like circle time because he will not always

attend to the activity but will instead be trying to get the attention of the

adult.



Student is a delightful, sweet and very capable young man. Any questions 

regarding this report can be addressed to Jessica Meisel at 

jmeisel@anchorcenter.org 
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