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[bookmark: _heading=h.8vshsrvq8pr9]Today’s Topics
· Prerequisite Skills
· Mobility Skills
· Orientation Vs. Instruction
· Tips and Strategies
[bookmark: _heading=h.8rr7lwshshti]Getting Started- Environment
Assessing the Environment
· Walk the routes yourself
· Note available landmarks and clues
· Potential barriers and safety considerations
· Complexity of the route
[bookmark: _heading=h.oh0x88mn2kun]Getting Started - Student
Student Skill Assessment
· Important if you don’t already know the student
· Can be informal
· Does the student have the skills required to travel the route independently
· Stamina and travel speed
· Student’s physical limitations
· How the student learns best
[bookmark: _heading=h.3ni347dd0hoj]Early Childhood
Things to Consider
· Motor Skill Development
· Body and Spatial Awareness
· What interests the child
· Encourage exploration of the environment 
Elementary
Things to Consider
· Laterality and directionality skills
· Ability to remember or locate landmarks
· Trailing skills (hand and cane)
· Need for supervision due to age
· Level of support needed from an adult
Map Skills
Skill Progression
· In Texas, students learn the 4 cardinal directions in 1st grade
· Students begin creating and interpreting simple maps in 2nd grade
· By 3rd grade students are using complex maps
Secondary
Things to Consider
· Ability to reverse routes
· Ability to problem-solve when disoriented
· Use of anchor point for reference
· Orientation to specific routes vs. orientation to entire campus
Checklist
Considerations
· Returning students - begin at the end of current school year
· ARD time 
· prior to school starting
· Summer
· after school
· Schedule time during class orientations
Checklist - Continued
Considerations
· Familiarization process
· Sighted Guide
· Shadowing (near, distant)
· Exterior/Interior
· Use of tactile or enlarged maps
· Student Input
· Writing, recording, etc.
· Backward Chaining (sequencing)
· Blindfold/Occluder
· Determine which routes to prioritize based on student need and abilities
· Classroom, cafeteria, drop-off
[bookmark: _heading=h.nyd29oxcuo9m]Thank you for joining us today!
[bookmark: _heading=h.t0qu3hmcul4k]Scott Turner - turners@tsbvi.edu
[bookmark: _heading=h.cvksvxf1mk1k]Emily Leeper - leepere@tsbvi.edu
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