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Agenda
· Overview of the Tactile Learning Profile
· Review the document in small groups
· Share feedback with large group
Where does “non-reader” leave off and “pre-reader” begin?
· Reframe the question
· Seeing possibilities and potentials
· Focus on what the student CAN do
· Involvement in literacy at all levels
Premise of PTL
· Every tactile learner is potentially literate.
· Students function along a fluid continuum of motor, tactile, conceptual, and emotional skills.
· These are not disconnected skills but are sequential, contingent and interdependent.
Current Evaluation Tools
· Are not comprehensive assessments of tactile skills.
· Do not address components of tactile learning in small enough increments.
· Are not both observable and measurable.
Purpose of the checklist
· Develop a “Tactile Profile” for students with visual impairment, especially those struggling with the acquisition of tactile skills and/or not making expected progress. 
· Guide instructional programming for these students.
Tactile Skills
· Acquisition does not always occur at the same time or in the same sequence for all children.
· Cognitive, emotional, and physical/medical factors may have a significant impact.
· Impacted by all other areas of development.


Development of Checklist
· Reviewed existing evaluations & instructional materials.
· Attempted to arrange information developmentally and sequentially.
Format of Checklist
· Questions - Short description of each skill. Generally chronological. 
· Answer - Record your observations.
· Evaluation/Information Gathering - Tools that address the skill.
· Instructional Resources - Sources for activities & information.
 Important Considerations!
· Multiple evaluators
· Variety of environments
· Do the entire checklist!
Let’s have a look...
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Open the Tactile Learning Profile.
· Take 5 minutes to look it over.
· Share your observations and comments in the “Question and Answer” window.
· Rejoin
[bookmark: _fye1gvmqt3ma]Additional input requested and appreciated!
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Try the profile with one (or more) of your students.
· Contact us to share your impressions.
· kitchens@tsbvi.edu
· baltisbergers@tsbvi.edu
· Thanks for being here!
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